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Ms Lacey's

Message.....

Welcome to Week 10! As we complete one last busy
week of school | would like to take the opportunity to
reflect on the Term 3 and the wonderful achievements of
our students and staff.

During the past 9 weeks the classrooms have been a
hive of activity with lots of progress in the areas of
literacy and numeracy very evident. Our Kindergarten
students are really beginning to demonstrate themselves
as effective learners as they develop and extend their
communication skills, build their self-confidence, learn to
be creative, and develop skills their skills in the areas of
literacy and numeracy. Many students in other year
levels have also worked extremely hard during the past
term to make marked improvements in specific areas and
the love of learning evident in the classrooms is an
absolute joy to watch.

We have had many visitors to the school this term and |
am proud to say that we are always complimented on
what a beautiful little school we have with great kids.
Something we should be very proud of!

A note has been sent home recently outlining the trial of
the new school times for Term 4. The school day has
simply been moved back 30 minutes and this will
eliminate the very long wait for the bus in the afternoon
as well as giving every student the best chance to be at
school on time and ready to start their day each morning.

| would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.
Take a well earned break and get ready for an exciting
and busy Term 4.

Make your week magic!
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Sydney Excursion

Thank you to all parents who have given notification that
their child will be attending the Sydney Excursion. As
you are aware we had to have our final numbers into the
Narrabeen Sport and Recreation. These numbers are
now locked in and we are committed to paying for that
amount of students. The deposit of $100 is now due.
Thank you to those who have already sent their deposit
to the office. We continue to fundraise in hope to
subsidise the excursion as much as we can.

Earn and Learn Stickers

Thank you to everyone who has sent in stickers for the
Woolworths Earn and Learn Program. We have also had
stickers sent in from community members and others
who have had a long association with Somerton PS. We
certainly appreciate your support.




. Noticeboard

\
P & C News
The next re-scheduled P&C Meeting is this
Thursday 21September @ 4pm. )?
All Welcome.

FREE — COMMUNITY COACHES COURSE FOR CRICKET
Sunday 24th September 2017 at Farrer High School

Nominations for the course close today at 5.00pm. please note all coaches are now
required to have a MyCricket ID number for 2017/18 season and then be an accredited
coach in 2018/19 so please attend this year while Cricket Australia are offering the
course for local communities for FREE (parents & teachers). Pre registration is
required or the course will be cancelled due to lack of interest.

(The course presenter is able to sign off on professional hours development for
teachers who attend the course)

Cheers

Kathy Barber

Northern Inland RDM — Tamworth
Cricket NSW

(M) 0425 297 722

Playgroup
é
Playgroup will be in recess for the school holidays and resume on Q*’
Tuesday 10 October (Term 4 Week 1). u‘-.-’-;'

Please contact Drue Daly for more information on 0428 210 928.

Woolworths Earn & Learn 2

Somerton Public School is collecting the last of the Woolworths eam and (' earng,

learn stickers. So far we have 3750 stickers. Please send in any stickers w
you may have before the end of the term..
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We can’t believe that Term 3 is coming to an end! We have had lots of fun this term and have learnt lots of new
skills.

In class | have been writing and drawing every day. | have done my ‘familiar reading’ every morning. Braxton
(Kindergarten)

| love doing my Guided Reading with Miss Warden in the mornings. | have been learning how to read without
pointing at the words. | really enjoy doing tricky work. Felicity (Kindergarten)

| have been practising my writing. | can write more words now. Benji (Kindergarten)

| like that | am getting better at reading, writing and drawing. | like doing my reading with Miss Warden because she
helps me learn how to read properly. Keisha (Year 1)

This term | have worked hard on my writing. | can now spell more words and am reading more difficult books.
Sophie (Year 1)

My favourite thing about 2017, is that | am at Somerton Public School. | love this school more than Singleton
Heights PS because we go on lots of interesting excursions. I'm proud of my writing now because | have learnt how
to write interesting sentences using commas, speech marks and adjectives. Howard (Year 2)

This term | have enjoyed creative writing every day and doing handwriting on Thursdays. | am getting better at
reading and am on IeEeI 19. | enjoy reading chapter books and information books. Jye (Year 2)
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During the past fortnight students have explored the theme of heroes in our unit on Indigenous Australia. In
the lead up a study on the song ‘Dreamtime Hero’ we discussed the idea of heroes and what we perceive
them to be. We discussed people in our own lives who we see as heroes and why they are special to us.
We researched many real life heroes who have achieved things to either help people, stand up for a cause
or just done things to help make the world a better place. During the course of this students learned about
such people as Charles Perkins, Eddie Mabo, Bono, Rosa Parkes, Nelson Mandela and Muhammad Ali.
Students are now continuing this work by choosing and researching an Australian Indigenous person who is
seen as a hero.

In mathematics students have been learning about fractions and again discussing the importance of
learning our times tables as they just keep popping up in all we do in mathematics!

Well done to all the students in the 3-6 class for their hard work this term. | am very proud of all that you
have achieved!
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Parenting - Hang in There!

9 facts about boys that you may not know
By Michael Grose

Boys can be a mystery to many parents, particularly those
who were raised in all-girl households or who have had
minimum exposure to males in their formative years.
Research supports the notion that the more you know
about boys the better placed you are to meet their needs as
a parent, carer or teacher.

Here are nine facts to help you better understand what
makes boys tick:

1. Boys are more likely to be heuristic learners than girls.
Boys, more than girls, are likely to learn many of their
lessons from experience rather than being told. This can be
make parenting them challenging, particularly if you don’t
have an appetite for risk yourself. Perhaps the biggest
challenge is keeping them safe so some risks need to be
out-of bounds. It can also be difficult as a parent being the
support person when the lessons that boys learn bring
hardship and tears.

2. Boys brains are designed by a different architect

In the first five years of life a girl’s brain is busy developing
fine motor skills, verbal skills and social skills, which are all
highly valued by parents and teachers. Meanwhile, a boy’s
brain is busy developing gross motor skills, spatial skills
and visual skills. These are all handy hunting skills. So boys
often start school with a distinct disadvantage when it
comes to learning and fitting in.

3. Boys mature differently to girls.

The maturity gap between boys and girls of anywhere
between 12 months and two years, seems to be consistent
all the way to adulthood. Parents should take this into
account when deciding the school starting age of their
sons. This maturity gap is also evident when kids finish
school and move into tertiary studies or the workplace. Girls
are often better placed to succeed, and many boys get lost
once they leave school.

know they can play in a band or practise their kicking if they
can see it will help kick  more goals.

If they love skateboarding the chances are they want to
know more about it, so use this as a lever to motivate them
if reading is a problem.

4. Loyalty is high driver for boys.

Understand that a boy’s loyalty to his friends and family is a
key driver and youlll begin to understanding the male
psyche. They are incredibly influenced by their peers, which
can hold many of them back. It takes a brave boy to get too
far ahead of the pack, so they often hold each other back
when it comes to achieving.

Loyalty to others can get boys into trouble. Call a boy’s
sister an insulting name and you are in for fight. Insult his
friends and you are asking for trouble.

5. Boys are more likely to be visual learners

Boys generally need a reason to learn. If you are having
difficulty motivating your son then try linking learning to their
interests. They may play a musical instrument when they 5.
Boys are more likely to be visual learners

Boys generally need a reason to learn. If you are having
difficulty motivating your son then try linking learning to their
interests. They may play a musical instrument when they
know they can play in a band or practise their kicking if they
can see it will help kick more goals.
If they love skateboarding the chances are they want to
know more about it, so use this as a lever to motivate them
if reading is a problem.

6. Boys fight more than girls (you probably knew this).
Leonard Sax author of Why Gender Matters reports on the
year long study of elementary (primary school) students in
the playground where boys fight 20 times more than girls.
The fighting wasn’t always destructive, as they researchers
found that boys usually ended up being better friends
following the dispute. Sax, notes that male primates have
the same proclivity toward fighting and theorises that
aggression is a part of the socialisation process for males.
He asserts that male primates that don’t fight with other
males when young, grow up more violent as adults, not less.
I'd hasten that even though some boys may fight, an
important part of the socialisation process is to teach how to
resolve conflict with words, rather than using physical
means.

Continued on next page...




7. Boys benefit greatly from silence.

Boys don't have the same innate tendency for reflection
that girls are born with. Don’t get me wrong, males of all
ages have the ability reflect on their behaviours, values and
their lives (when older) but they need the environment to be
right for them to do so.

Quiet time and down time give boys the chance to let their
thoughts wander around inside their heads. It also helps
them get to know and even like themselves. Boys will often
do their best thinking on their own, so they tend to retreat to
their caves (bedroom) when things go wrong at school or in
their relationships. They need to go within to find their own
answer.

8. Boys just want to blend in

Boys are group-oriented by nature. They want to fit in. They
tend to play group games and form themselves into
structured friendship groups. Boys generally don’t want to
stand out from the crowd.

Don’t put them down in front of their friends and understand
that they may make poor friendship choices rather than be
in a group of one — by themselves. They prefer the ‘wrong
friends’ rather than no friends at all.

9. Approval is at the heart of working with boys

Approval is at the heart of working successfully with boys.
They will walk over broken glass or hot coals if they feel
you like them. In a sense this notion holds many of them
back, as most boys will only work for a teacher if they like
them and close down on learning if they sense the teacher
doesn't like them.

Take the time to nurture a relationship with your sons or the
boys that you interact with. Some boys like to talk; others
like to share an activity; some like you as an adult to do
something for them; others are very kinaesthetic and love
to be touched, cuddled and hugged; while some just love
gifts and mementoes. Work out the relational preferences
of the males in your life and make sure you match these.
For more tips and tools for raising boys, please join us for
online course at:

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/courses

Performance of Aladdin in Gunnedah
During the past fortnight students and staff enjoyed a ‘new

age’ live performance of Aladdin. Having the opportunity to
see a live performance is a very valuable one for children
and we were all certainly entertained. At the end of the
performance students were treated with being able to meet
and dance with the cast.

Rural Fire Service Visit

Last Friday the Rural Fire Service visited our school and
talked to the students about fire safety. The student had a
fun afternoon and got to site in the fire truck and use the
hoses.

Superhero Day
On Friday 8th September students enjoyed coming to
school dressed as their favourite superhero. Students
brought in a gold coin donation and all proceeds of the day
went to support muscular dystrophy. During the day
students discussed what it means to be a hero and that they
don't necessarily wear a
cape. Students talked [
about who their heroes |
are and why. Some
fabulous art work was
also completed and is on |
display in Miss Warden'’s
classroom.



https://www.parentingideas.com.au/courses
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/Somerton Public School
Excursion Fundraiser

Somerton Public School is raising funds (2
for their Sydney Excursion in Term 4. _ i
We have a number of items you can UZzma®]
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Somerton War Memorial Hall

If you would like to hire this great facility please

purchase to help reduce the cost to contact

families. 0427 697 566.

ltems for sale: Hall Committee meeting:
25 October @ 7pm

¢ Homemade Rich BBQ Sauce $5
¢ Homemade Pickles $5

-

¢ Homemade Lemon Butter $5

¢ Homemade Passionfruit Butter $5
¢ Homemade Strawberry $4

e 6 x 4m Trailer of Mulch $40

Please contact the school on 6769 7520 for ory

Somerton Skin Checks

)

When: Wednesday
25% October

Where: Somerton
Public School Library =

By appointment

For more information, or to make an
appointment, please call;

HealthWISE

NEW ENGLAND NORTH WEST

Chloe: 0418 634 392

| Fiona: 0447 611460




COMMUAZITY
C[AAZSI1F1£DR




